
Franklin Township
Comprehensive Plan

Citizens Advisory Committee
Meeting #3

March 26th, 2024
6:00 PM – 7:30 PM

Franklin Township Administration Building



A G E N D A
o Introductions

o Meeting #2 Recap

• Information Sessions 

o Information Session

• Warren County Park District

• Five River MetroParks

• Warren County Water and Sewer Department

o SWOT Analysis Update

o Vision Exercise

o Next Steps

o Adjournment



I N T RO D U C T I O N S  

C A C  M e m b e r s ,  To w n s h i p  &  R P C  S t a f f



M E E T I N G  # 2  R E C A P

o Community Survey Results

o Information Sessions

o Warren County Building and Zoning Department

o Warren County Engineer’s Office

o SWOT Analysis



COMMUNITY SURVEY 
RESULTS

186 Responses
As of March 19th, 2024



COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS

Other (1.8%)

3.8%



COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS

Other (7.2%)

7.8% 7.3%
4.5%

2.8%

3.9%



COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS



COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS
What type of development is needed? (176 responses)
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COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS



Wa r r e n  C o u n t y  
E n g i n e e r ’s  O f f i c e  



STAKEHOLDER FINDINGS

INFRASTRUCTURE

o Address intersections and roadways: 

• Robinson Vail / State Route 122

• Robinson Vail / State Route 123

• Franklin-Trenton Road Underpass

• Hendrickson Road / Union Road

• Manchester Road / Union Road

Franklin Trenton Road Underpass

Robinson Vail / State Route 122



WA R R E N  C O U N T Y

T H O R O U G H FA R E

P L A N



W A R R E N  C O U N T Y
R O A D  C L A S S I F I C AT I O N

Township maintains 
approximately 55 

miles of road.

Franklin-Trenton Road



Wa r r e n  C o u n t y  
B u i l d i n g  a n d  Zo n i n g  

D e p a r t m e n t



STAKEHOLDER FINDINGS

LAND USE & ZONING

o Housing:

• Great school district, and place to raise a family.

• New residential developments are only in Hunter area

• Trails of Greycliff

• Wilson Farms

• Would like to see greater diversity in housing, if done well with community support.

• There is not enough housing for families and first-time home buyers.

• Do not want to overpopulate the Township



STAKEHOLDER FINDINGS

LAND USE & ZONING

o Commercial:

• Township needs future commercial development 

growth and could utilize existing vacant buildings.

• Would like to see restaurants and more commercial 

along State Route 122, Hunter, and Pennyroyal Road.

• Northwest Franklin Township has one store, and 

limited commercial in northern half of Township.

• Future commercial is encouraged, with an adequate 

buffer

Hunter Area Zoning



W A R R E N  C O U N T Y  

Z O N I N G



Z O N I N G  E N F O R C E M E N T

o SITE PLAN REVIEW

o CONDITIONAL USE

o VARIANCE

o REZONING

o PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT

o VIOLATIONS AND PENALITIES

o ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL

SITE PLAN
REVIEW

(1) BOCC or BZA Public Hearing

(Approval with any Conditions or Denial related to Code Requirements)

[1]

CONDITIONAL 
USE REVIEW

(1) BZA Public Hearing

(Approval with any Conditions or Denial related to Code Requirements)

[2]

VARIANCE

(1) BZA Public Hearing

(Approval with any Conditions or Denial related to Code Requirements)

[3]

REZONING

(1) Regional Planning Commission (RPC) Public Meeting

(Recommendation with any Conditions)

[4]

(2) Rural Zoning Commission (RZC) Public Hearing

(Recommendation with any Conditions)

(3) BOCC Public Hearing

(Approval with any Conditions or Denial related to Code Requirements)

BOCC - Board of County Commissioners

BZA - Board of Zoning Appeals



Warren County Building and Zoning Department

Stone Valley Meadows (Conditional Use & Site Plan)

Middletown Cardiology Associates (Planned Unit Development)

New Covenant Church / 12 Stones Coffee Shop (Conditional Use & Site Plan)

Approved November 14th, 2023

Z O N I N G  A P P L I C AT I O N  
E X A M P L E S

Dollar General (Site Plan Review)



Wa r r e n  C o u n t y  
Pa r k  D i s t r i c t





































Five Rivers MetroParks

Master Plans

Stakeholder Presentation

March 2024



FRMP Comprehensive Master Plan

• Trails are the #1 Amenity

• Take Care of What We Have

• Continue to Protect the Region’s Natural Assets

• www.metroparks.org/plan



Twin Valley Themes

• The Primary Nature Based Recreation Destination in Greater Dayton

• Strengthening and Protecting the Linkages and Cohesiveness of the 

Land Areas Associated with the Water Resources Network

• Celebrating the “Wildness” of some of the Region’s most Ecological 

Diverse Habitat

• Improving the Connective System of Trails to Better Link Major Assets 

and Accommodate Multiple Users and Experiences

• Enhancing Amenities and Major Use Areas

• Improving the Welcoming Experience



Twin Valley Program
• Trails

• Hiking, Day Use & Backpacking

• Equestrian

• Mountain Bike

• Bicycling

• Use Hubs

• Primary Use Area- Welcome Center at the Dam & Old Mill

• Main Park

• Outdoor Education and Recreation Center

• High View

• Camp Hook

• Connection to and Preservation of Nature

• Reforestation, Prairies, Additional Conservation Easements

• Nature Play

• Nature Engagement Opportunities

• Outdoor Adventure



• Big Ideas

• Park Gateway



Multi-Use Trail 
New 

Construction



Water Trail Access 
Points- Status



Questions?



Wa r r e n  C o u n t y  
Wate r  a n d  S e w e r  D e p a r t m e n t



Warren County is the largest 

water provider in the County, the 

15th largest in Ohio, ….. and we 

are growing.

• 2022 Budget of $22 Million

• 78 Employees  

• 2 Water Treatment Plants

• 5 Booster Pump Stations

• 9 Elevated Water Towers

• 5 Public Water Systems

Rank Public Water System

Customer 

Population

1 City of Cleveland 1,262,955  

2 City of Columbus 1,159,817  

3 City of Cincinnati 749,000     

4 City of Toledo 360,000     

5 City of Akron 280,000     

6 Montgomery County  260,805     

7 Aqua Ohio 173,000     

8 City of Youngstown 148,000     

9 City of Dayton 142,000     

10 Del-Co Water Company 141,407     

11 Lake County 115,835     

12 Clermont County 113,000     

13 Butler County 109,988     

14 City of Canton 98,260      

15 Warren County 77,000      

16 Lorain County 71,074      

17 City of Elyria 68,000      

18 City of Lima L 65,619      

19 City of Lorain 64,152      

20 City of Hamilton 62,477      

21 City of Springfield 59,357      

22 City of Lakewood 52,100      

23 City of Mansfield 51,000      

24 City of Cuyahoga Falls 49,652      

25 City of Middletown 48,694      

2016 Survey 



Water 

Systems 
We operate Five Ohio 

EPA regulated Public 

Water Systems (PWS) 

located throughout the 

County.
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Sewer Service Area
Franklin Township Area

March 2023
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Service Area:
Clearcreek Township

Deerfield Township (Bethany Rd)

Franklin Township

Turtlecreek Township

Wayne Township

Middletown

Corwin

Harveysburg

Hunter

Franklin-Clearcreek Water Treatment Plant



Franklin-Clearcreek Water Treatment Plant

Contractors:  Peterson Construction  & Larry Smith Inc.

Construction Cost:  $15.1 Million

Design Capacity:  9.7 MGD Expandable to 15.0 MGD

Startup:  February 2022

Number of Customers:  13,500

Raw Water Hardenss:  288 mg/L as CaCO3  (17 grains)

Finished Water Hardness:  140 mg/L as CaCO3 (8 grains)



Franklin-Clearcreek Water Treatment Plant



Franklin-Clearcreek Water Treatment Plant



SWOT Analysis

• Strengths

• Weaknesses

• Opportunities

• Threats



SWOT Analysis

STRENGTHS

 of the 
Township 
(internal)

WEAKNESSES

 of the 
Township 
(internal)

OPPORTUNITIES 
to the 

Township 
(external)

THREATS

 to the 
Township 
(external)



SWOT Analysis

A SWOT ANALYSIS IS A STRATEGIC PLANNING TECHNIQUE WHICH IS USED 

TO IDENTIFY AND CATEGORIZE SIGNIFICANT INTERNAL  FACTORS 

(STRENGTHS  AND WEAKNESSES),  AND EXTERNAL  FACTORS 

(OPPORTUNITIES  AND THREATS) FACED IN A PARTICULAR REGION 

OR TOWNSHIP.



SWOT Analysis
Strengths

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________

Weaknesses

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________

Opportunities

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________

Threats

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________



STRENGTHS
o Location along Interstate 75 Corridor

o Parks (Hunter Park, Carmody Park, Twin Creek MetroPark)

o School Districts

o Red Lion/Hunter Area

o Location along State Route 122 / State Route 123 Corridors

o Woodhill Cemetery and Dick’s Creek Cemetery

o Franklin Township Senior Services Transportation

o Affordable Housing

o Roads Department (Maintenance and Snow Removal)

o Strong Sense of Community



STRENGTHS – 
Additional Comments

o Relationship with adjacent 

municipalities

o Open property and room to grow 

within the Township

o Leadership

o Great neighborhoods



WEAKNESSES
o Vacant Properties

o Limited Commercial (Retail, Restaurants 

and Entertainment)

o Lack of Senior Housing

o Buildings Maintenance

o Limited Zoning Code Enforcement

o Limited Township Staffing

o Extensive Groundwater Protection Area



WEAKNESSES –
Additional Comments
o Lack of commercial for funding 

infrastructure

o Need for full time police and fire 
department

o Heavy traffic to major freeways 
(especially the western half)

o Imbalance of power through annexation 
compared to cities

o Lower income compared to other areas 
of the County

o Perception by residents of development

Zoning Breakdown



o Township and County-Owned Properties

o Grants

o Shaker Road Property (Future Park)

o Franklin Trenton Road Property (Future Park)

o New Residential and Commercial Developments

o New Trail Connections

o More Township Events

o Joint Economic Development Districts (JEDDs)

o Improve Fire Service

o Safer Roads and Efficient Road Service

o Upgraded Cemeteries

o Conduct a Capital Improvement Plan

OPPORTUNITIES



o Zoning overlay to allow 
commercial uses in residential 
zones

o Potential JEDDs to prevent 
annexation

o Amtrak expansion in the region

o Expansion of sewer service

o State funding and opportunities

OPPORTUNITIES –
Additional Comments



THREATS

o Annexation 

• (From cities of Middletown, Franklin, 

Carlisle, and Springboro)

o National and Local Economy

o Lack of Grant Funding

o Incompatible Development in 

Adjacent Municipalities

o Limited Zoning Code Enforcement

o Perception of Franklin Township

o Lack of funding



The vision should include:

o The common values of a community.

o The qualities or resources that make Franklin Township unique or describe 

its identity.

o The attributes people like and want to be sure to keep.

o The preferred future for subject areas such as land use, natural environment, 

parks, infrastructure, agriculture and quality of life.

o Transition issues between uses (i.e. landscape buffers, architectural 

mitigation, traffic management).

DEVELOPING A VISION



WHAT IS A COMMUNITY VISION?

A community vision is an image of a community's 

future that describes values and aspirations over 

the next 10 to 20 years. The statement should 

address all aspects that make up a community, such 

as social, cultural and economic fabric. The 

community vision helps define the direction a plan 

will go.

DEVELOPING A VISION

The Vision The Plan

Future oriented
Present leading to 

future

What to do How to do

Vision is possibilities Plan is policies



DEVELOPING A VISION



“Union Township, Warren County, Ohio is defined by idyllic settings, friendly people, and a balance between the 

preservation of its rural character and accommodations for sustainable growth. The Township encourages low density 

residential development in a manner that maximized impact on areas devoted to farming or natural preservation. 

Residents enjoy the beauty of the Little Miami River and nearby cultural events, good schools, entertainment, and 

recreational opportunities.”

DEVELOPING A VISION
Example Vision Statements

Union Township



“Hamilton Township is the choice community to live, work, and shop because of its diverse lifestyle choices. We are 

a well-planned, safe, prosperous and a fiscally responsible Township where residents and businesses value education; 

families; health; the Little Miami River; public safety, working farms; and enjoy its natural beauty and rural character. 

Our Township consists of high-quality residential neighborhoods; vibrant and thriving commercial centers; diverse 

housing opportunities; inviting parks; accessibility to the Little Miami riverfront; excellence schools districts, and 

exceptional Township services.”

Hamilton Township

DEVELOPING A VISION
Example Vision Statements



MISSION

KEYWORDS / KEY THOUGHTS EXERCISE
_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

VISION



• Friendly township.
• Access to quality parks 

(Improved parks and 
recreational amenities).

• Strong, efficient leadership

• Strong sense of community. • Beautiful, accessible open 
spaces.

• Increased communication (social 
media).

• A vibrant commercial hub 
(Hunter).

• Efficient public services and 
facilities.

• Quality community amenities for 
families and the elderly.

• Quality education. • Safe neighborhoods. • Well-maintained cemeteries.

• Senior services. • Neighborhood revitalization. • Efficient road maintenance and 
snow removal.

• Realize location as an asset 
(Location between Cincinnati 
and Dayton).

• Connected green spaces and 
trails.

• Orderly and appropriate 
commercial/industrial growth.

• Compatible forms of affordable 
housing (particularly for seniors).

• Strong intergovernmental 
cooperation. • Safe roads.

• Balanced growth for financial 
stability. • Preserve township boundaries. • Enhanced fire service.

THOUGHTS EXPRESSED



VISION STATEMENT EXERCISE
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________



V I S I O N I N G  
S U R V E Y

o 10 Questions

o ~5 Minutes to 
Complete

o Accessible on 
Website



www.FranklinTownshipPlan.com

P U B L I C  PA R T I C I PAT I O N

http://www.franklintownshipplan.com/


P U B L I C  
PA R T I C I PAT I O N

o Welcome 

o Background

o Public 
Participation

o Learn More

o Contact www.FranklinTownshipPlan.com

http://www.franklintownshipplan.com/


NEXT STEPS

o Draft Vision Statement

o Future Land Use Exercise

o First Chapter Review



Locat ion ?

T ime ?

Date?  

NEXT MEETING
APRIL 2024



ASSIGNMENTS
A draft vision statementSUBMIT

the websiteVISIT

the surveyCOMPLETE

ten  (10) citizens to visit the website and 
complete the survey

INVITE





T H A N K  YO U !
Next Meeting: April ?? , 2024

Franklin Township

Administration Building

6:00PM - 7:30PM

Contact: Cameron Goschinski, Planner II

Cameron.Goschinski@co.warren.oh.us

Contact: Hadil Lababidi, Planner II

Hadil.Lababidi@co.warren.oh.us

Plan Website: 

https://www.FranklinTownshipPlan.com

mailto:Hadil.lababidi@co.warren.oh.us
https://www.htplanupdate.com/
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